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MISSION STATEMENT OF THE FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

The Mission of the Franklin Township Public Schools is to provide excellent educational opportunities 
that meet or exceed New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards for every student; maintain an 

environment that engenders an appreciation of the value of every student; develop every student to 

his/her highest potential; and instill the attitudes, skills, and knowledge necessary to become 

independent, contributing members of a democratic, multi-cultural society. 

 

       In Attendance: Christine Danielsen, Chair 

   Nancy LaCorte – Board Vice President  

   Richard Seamon – Board Member 

   Ed Potosnak - President 

   Dr. John Ravally - Superintendent of Schools 

   James H. Strimple, Jr. – Interim Asst. Superintendent for Business 

   Bob Pasqual, Steve Bach and Joe Nigro – Pinnacle Consulting 

   Jeanne Perantoni, Mark Nicholson, Tammy Stouchko – SSP Architecture 

   John Colagrande, Pennoni Engineers 

   

1. Presentation by SSP Architects 

 

Claremont Road School 
 

Discussed was the soil and drainage of water from the site.  The existing site does not 

drain water as well as published information would indicate.  This lack of drainage 

will require remediation efforts on the part of the Board of Education to control the 

flow of storm water from the site. Storm water must be detained on site and slowly 

conveyed off site. A large water detention basin will be needed to hold the water and 

then the water will drain into a storm water pipe. This alternative approach of 

conveying the storm water off site is complicated by the limited capacity of the 

existing storm drainage along Claremont Road and the proximity to the brook, which 

is designated as a Class 1 stream. 

 

It is the plan of the architects and the consulting engineers to stay outside the 300 foot 

buffer of the Class 1 stream and not invoke NJDEP regulatory jurisdiction.  To 

accomplish this, the proposed on-site water detention basin will be enlarged to 

accommodate additional storm water from beyond the property.  SSP and Pennoni 

have scheduled a meeting on Tuesday, March 29
th

 to discuss this proposal with the 

DEP.  After that meeting, SSP and Pennoni will discuss the plan with the county 

engineers. 

 

SSP has also reached out to Princeton HYDRO to discuss storm water management 

design consulting services. 

 



   

 

 

Discussed next was the budget for the school project.  Both SSP and Pinnacle 

Consulting have been working to reconcile the budget to the projected cost for the 

project.  Because the project estimated costs exceed the construction budget it is 

necessary to look at potential savings for the project.  SSP provided an extensive list 

of savings that would have no impact on educational programs, building layout or 

energy goals.  Collectively those savings are valued at $2,482,496.  They also 

presented a second group of potential savings that would have an impact on the 

educational program and energy goals.  Collectively those savings are valued at 

$3,046, 856.  Next the group discussed Add Alternates, options to restore scope of the 

project depending on bid results and available budget.  The next step is for 

representatives of SSP to meet with Jim Strimple to affirm the final amount on 

construction funds.  This will be done during the last week of March. 

 

The group then spent time discussing the bid and construction calendar. Due to the 

need to reduce the scope of the project this will delay submission to the DCA.  It is 

hoped that plans will be submitted to the DCA by the end of April or early May.  

Review by DCA can take up to 90 days.  Based on the comments from DCA, SSP will 

develop a bid strategy that will allow for advertisement of the project as soon as 

possible, hopefully in August so that an award can be made in September 2016.  This 

will allow 22 months for construction.  This is a tight time frame for construction as it 

is the goal to open the building in September of 2018. 

 

The Committee then discussed the feasibility of supplementing the Claremont Road 

project with the use of Capital Reserve Funds.  A final decision will be made after Jim 

Strimple concludes his discussion with SSP about the construction budget. 

 

Sampson G. Smith School – SSP provided an update on the additions and alterations 

projects at Sampson G. Smith. 

 

Part of the discussion focused on the toilet renovations.  A total of 4 toilet rooms are to 

be renovated.  Bids for the project were opened on March 16 and the Board took 

action on March 22
nd

 to reject the bids as they were over budgeted.  SSP has reviewed 

the construction documents and will make changes.  They will be submitting a new 

bid package as an addendum to the additions and alterations project. 

 

SSP indicated that the improvements to the Girl’s Locker Room will be considered as 

a separate project by the state. 

 

This project is within the budget estimate provided by Pinnacle Consulting. 

 

Project Schedule: 

 Bid –     March 23, 2016 or earlier to alert contractors 

 Pre-Bid Meeting    March 29, 2016 – No School for Students 

 First Addendum Issued April 11, 2016 

 Bid Opening   April 21, 2016 

 Bid Award    April 28, 2016 

 Begin Construction  May 2016 



   

 

 

 

Interior Alterations  Summers2016/17 

 Complete Construction Summer 2017 

 

 

2. Pursuit of LEED Certification – Elizabeth Avenue 

 

The Committee discussed the goal of achieving LEED certification and the cost to 

achieve the certification.  The Committee affirmed its position to pursue LEED 

Certification, but not to pursue higher levels of certification.  At a future meeting the 

consultants will provide information regarding the certification process – number of 

points needed, points that the design team are pursuing and the cost for achieving 

these points. 

 

3. High School Parking Lot 

 

Included in the 2016-17 budget are funds, $400,000, to redo the rear parking lot at the 

High School.  Rick Goetz, provided a drawing depicting the area to be repaved. 

 

4. Update – Underground Storage Tanks 

 

Jim Strimple provided an update on the testing of the soils where there used to be 

underground storage tanks. 

 

Conerly Road – Tests have come back clear and the engineer is putting together a 

Response Action Outcome finding, which means no further action is required and the 

case is closed. 

 

Former High School – Tests have been concluded.  Final results are expected the week 

of March 27
th

. 

 

Former Phillips School – Tests were taken on March 19
th

.  Test results are expected by 

the 24
th

 of March. 

 

The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, April 26, 2016 at 6:00 pm. 

 

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

James H. Strimple, Jr. 

Interim Assistant Superintendent for Business 


